
Wrong time can make application logs difficult to compare and can interfere with expiring tokens or
certificates. A different displayed timezone, however, does not prove the clock itself is wrong.
Inspect both before changing a production VPS.

These steps apply to a Debian or Ubuntu VPS using systemd. They require SSH access and sudo for
changes; they are not commands for the game panel Console. Keep your existing session open and
follow our SSH access guide if you need connection help.

A missing service in the last command can be normal: your image may use one of these services or
another NTP client. Record the timezone, whether the system clock reports synchronised, and
which service is active. Avoid installing a second time service over an existing working one.

Compare UTC time with a trusted independent clock and write down the difference. Ask the
application owner which timezone its logs use. Containers and applications can display their own
timezone even when the host reports UTC. If log timestamps differ by a whole number of hours but
UTC matches, investigate display configuration first.

Check Linux VPS time,
timezone and NTP without
disrupting applications

Collect the current state

date -Is

date -u -Is

timedatectl status

systemctl status systemd-timesyncd chrony --no-pager

Change the display timezone if
needed

https://help.cloudexa-hosting.com/books/vps-dedicated-servers/page/connect-to-a-linux-server-using-ssh


timedatectl lists recognised timezone names and changes the system timezone. Record the
existing name so you can restore it:

Europe/London is an example and observes British summer time. Use UTC if your team prefers one
stable reference for distributed logs. Review cron jobs, systemd calendar timers and application
schedules before changing the display timezone; a local-time schedule can run at a different UTC
time after a timezone or seasonal change.

If your system uses systemd-timesyncd, inspect its status and recent messages:

timesync-status concerns systemd-timesyncd; it is not a general diagnostic for every NTP client.
For chrony, use its own documentation and tools. If no time service is active, timedatectl set-ntp
true can enable an available service, but confirm which one your system will select before running
it. A message saying NTP is active does not by itself prove a recent successful sync.

Check DNS and permitted outbound connectivity if the installed client cannot reach its configured
peers. Do not open inbound NTP to the whole Internet as a troubleshooting shortcut. Avoid
manually jumping the clock on a live database or authentication service; plan correction with the
application owner if the offset is large.

Repeat the UTC comparison after the client reports synchronisation and check fresh application
logs. Confirm scheduled tasks still show the intended next-run time. Keep the old timezone and any
edited configuration in your change notes. Restore that timezone with set-timezone if the display
change caused a scheduling problem; do not disable working synchronisation to change how
timestamps look.

timedatectl list-timezones

sudo timedatectl set-timezone Europe/London

date -Is

date -u -Is

Check synchronisation through the
installed service

timedatectl timesync-status

journalctl -u systemd-timesyncd --since "1 hour ago" --no-pager

Verify and keep a rollback record

https://www.freedesktop.org/software/systemd/man/259/timedatectl.html


If sync remains unhealthy, send the service name, release, measured UTC difference and redacted
errors using our support-ticket checklist. Exclude tokens or passwords from logs. This gives support
evidence about the clock rather than a screenshot of an application timestamp alone.
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https://help.cloudexa-hosting.com/books/getting-started/page/open-a-support-ticket

